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Lack of unity of invention 
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citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority (TEA") except that this does not apply where the applicant chooses an Authority 
other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the Intemational Bureau under Rule 66 lbis(b) that written 
opinions of this Intemational Searching Authority will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to submit to the IPEA 
d i^nfi^?!?' t0gether ' where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months from the date of mailing of Form 
PCT/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 

3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
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International application No. 

PCT/JP2005/016688 


Bar No. I Basis of the opinion 


1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 




I7i the international application in the language in which it was filed 




n a translation of the international application into 


, which is the language of a 


| translation rurnished for the purposes of international search (Rules 1 2.3(a) and 23. 1 (b)). 


2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or ammo acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the 
claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 


I a. type of material 




I O a sequence listing 




n table(s) related to the sequence listing 




b. format of material 




I O on paper 




! HI in electronic form 




| c. time of filing/furnishing 




1 C contained in the international application as filed 




| PI filed together with the international application in electronic form 




n furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search 




! J T' u l u ^ ° De VerS,0D OT COpy 0f a SC( * uence listiD * relating thereto has been 
S 4 IS statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that 
in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were fornished 


4. Additional comments: 
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International application No. 

PCT/JP2005/016688 



BosNckV Reasoned statement under Rule 43bia. 1(a)(1) with regard to novelty, in-ventive step cr indnstrial applicability, 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 1-8 
Claims 



Claims 



Claims 1-8 



Industrial applicability (1A) Claims 1-8 

Claims 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

D1:JP 2000-242443 A (SEIKO EPSON CORPORATION) 2000.09.08, paragraph 
[ 0025] -[ 0030] , fig. 4-8 

D2:US 2003/0103081 Al (Canon Kabushiki Kaisha) 2003.06.05, paragraph 
[ 0004] ,[ 0096] ,[ 0156] -[ 0161] , fig. 3,7 & JP 2003-167718 A 

D3:EP 0856785 A2 (CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA) 1998.08.05, from page 31 line 
46 to page 33 line 36, fig 43, 54, 55 & US 6182225 Bl & DE 69819049 T & 
JP 10-283322 A 



Claims 1,3,4,6,7 

The subject matter of claims 1,3,4,6 and 7 does not appear to involve an 
inventive step in view of the document 1 cited in the ISR and the document 
2 cited in the same. 

The inventions disclosed in Dl and D2 share the problem in that to obtain 
a status, wherein a server computer and a client computer connected to a 
network share a printer. Dl discloses a product consisting of obtaining 
status information of the printer via the server computer without depending 
on an operating system. The person skilled in the art would easily conceive 
the idea of applying the technical feature two-way communication by using 
a language monitor of the server computer employed in D2 to the invention 
disclosed in Dl to solve that problem. 

Claims 2,5,8 

The subject matter of claims 2,5 and 8 does not involve an inventive step 
over Dl ,D2, D3 . 

The technical feature status information to be obtained is option 
information , status display information has already been employed for the 
same purpose in D3 (see [ from page 31 line 4 6 to page 33 line 36, fig 
43, 54, 55]). 
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